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Tims much for the defcription of my 
map. i am fufficiently aware of the objec- 
tions which a complete geographer will 
make to what I have here done, and that 
he will tell me, I have touched too lightly 
on this fubjeft. I own it. It was impof. 
iible to fay more within the narrow boun- 
daries of my prefent undertaking ; and, if 
the little I have here given fhall prove an 
inducement to any of my little readers to 
purfue the fubjeft Rill further, I fhall think 
I have done as much as could be reafonably 
expe&ed from me at this time. I will only 
add, that they cannot read hifiory, not 
even a common news-paper, with any plea- 
fure or advantage, without being in fome 
meafure converfant in the efiential points 
of geography. 

I was now drawing to the clofe of my 
fixth year, when my father thought it ex- 
pedient to add hifiory to geography, it 
was his method of treating me, to proceed 
in fuch a manner, that every new flep 1 
took fhould tend to open and extend the 
paths 1 had juft trodden, and that every 
new branch of literature l entered into, 
fhould furaifh inexhaustible occafions oi 

making 
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making me reflcd nicely on what I had 
learned before but in part; for it is impof- 
fible to learn any one fcience complete till 
we become perfe&ly acquainted with the 
various branches with which it is con- 
nected. I may perhaps be here fuppofed 
to attempt to reafon in a manner above the 
capacity of a youth of my years ; but 1 will 
be free enough to tell thofe who think fo, 
that they have not. like me, minded what 
they have read, or what they have heard 
flow from the wife lips of others. 


CHAP. III. 

The author is fent to a hoarding- fchool. — 
Account of an accident previous thereto . 

I Had now entered the feventh year of 
my age, when my father began to en- 
tertain thoughts of fending me to fomc 
good fchool. He had hitherto attended 
me very clofely in my literary purfuits ; but 
to accompany me through the craggy paths 
of the Latin, Greek, and French Grammars, 
he found would engrois too much of his 
L> time, 




